CLOSING ADDRESS

BY SAMDECH AKKA MOHA PONHEA CHAKREI HENG SAMRIN, PRESIDENT

OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA

AND PRESIDENT OF THE ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (APA)

AT CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE 8™ PLENARY SESSION OF APA
11 DECEMBER 2015, SOKHA HOTEL AND RESIDENCE

Honorable Heads and Members of APA Member Parliaments
Honorable Observer Parliaments and Partner Organizations of APA
Excellencies, National and International Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen

. On behalf of the National Assembly of Cambodia and as President of the

Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA), I strongly welcome the reports of
the 8th APA Plenary Session on the results and achievements
accomplished over the past four days. [ am really delighted and deeply
value for the utmost efforts of all Honorable Delegates contributing the
great success of the Plenary.

Taking this opportunity, I deeply thank the Organizing Committee, the
APA Secretariat and all concerned stakeholders that helped to facilitate
and enable the 8% APA to go smoothly and successfully.

. This historical event provided valuable opportunities and ideas for

Cambodia and for the APA members and observer parliaments to join
together to materialize a long-term, common vision representating one
voice for all Asian nations.

[ have observed that the Plenary proceeded in an atmosphere of
friendship, solidarity and close cooperation among our parliaments in



Asia and synthesized ideas to be included in the resolutions and Phnom
Penh Declarations.

Honorable Delegates,
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

5. Regional and global peace is a key factor and prerequisite for national
development. Our Cambodian people know clearly that our country
experienced severe crises for almost three decades, such as internal
conflicts, genocide, economic sanctions, starvation and epidemics. We
also learned that the only way to address such chronic situations is
Peace that comes from “Reconciliation and Dialogue”.

6. Based on the principles of Culture of Dialogue and Nonviolence, all
conflicts can be resolved successfully and subsequently achieved
success through Win-Win Policies, in which all rival factions win and
benefit with no-one losing.

7. With lessons learnt from our past, the Cambodian Parliament proposed
“Promoting Peace, Reconciliation and Dialogue in Asia” as the main
theme of the 8th APA Plenary Session to be discussed and adopted for
the historical records of APA. We realize that all member countries have
the common aspiration to live in peace and prosperity.

8. As Leaders of Parliaments, representing the will of people in the region,
we have a moral obligation and deep responsibility to ensure security
and prosperity for our nations. Parliaments are not only institutions
that have roles to legislate, adopt laws and scrutinize their
implementation. Legislative outputs also represent the heart and soul of
the people. Fulfillment of all these tasks clearly demonstrates the legal
power towards the Executive bodies in its effective implementation.
Accomplishing these main targets requires close and effective
cooperation between Legislative and Executive bodies.



9. Cambodia supports initiatives that adhere to resolving problems
through peaceful solution$, without the use of violence, avoiding armed
confrontation and especially the strengthening of the roles of
parliaments in making utmost efforts to attain reconciliation and peace
in Asia.

10. In this context, on behalf of APA, I would like to encourage all APA
members and all concerned stakeholders to uphold the principles of
tolerance, in particular uphold culture of dialogue in addressing
conflicts and paving the way for peace in the region and the world. With
this spirit, we express our commitment to the Phnom Penh Declarations
and to resolutions adopted by the 8t APA Plenary Session.

11. [n our experiences, since Cambodia enjoys peace and positive
development, we actively cooperate and collaborate with the UN to
maintain security in the world, especially to continue our strong effort

and determination to realize the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
2016-2030.

12 When a country enjoys peace, people will have a secure life and
prosperity. Peace brings everything for all human kind in the world to
live in harmony and dignity.

3 I'am confident that the positive results of the 8t APA will bring
peace and prosperity to all people in Asia.

14. Finally, I wish all the best wishes to Honorable Delegates,
Excellencies and distinguished participants and encourage their
respective governments to consider the implementation of these
resolutions for the benefit of our nations.

I declare the 8th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
closed.
Thank you very much
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